
Iceland Photo Tour : Birds, Waterfalls, Mountains, and More! 
May 27 - June 10, 2020


This small group tour of  South, East, and North Iceland will have an emphasis on bird photography, but it will also include landscape photography, sightseeing, and some insights into Icelandic 
culture courtesy of our excellent Icelandic guide. 

ITINERARY : 

Leader : Michael Milicia 
Guide : Halla Ingólfsdóttir 

Wednesday, May 27 : 
Take an evening overnight flight to Keflavik. 

Thursday, May 28 : 
Arrive at KEF airport early morning today.  Depending on when your flight arrives, I will try to be available to greet you upon arrival and take you to the Hotel Berg in nearby Keflavik.   If that 
is not possible, it is only about a 5 minute taxi ride to the hotel and taxis are readily available right outside the airport terminal. 

The hotel always does their best to accommodate early arrivals, but there may be a delay in checking in to your room.  You can wait in the comfortable lobby or take some time to explore the 
town of Keflavik on foot.  You also have the option of renting a car or booking a day tour at your own expense. 

Lunch is on your own today but dinner this evening is included with the tour. 

Friday, May 29 :  
Our guide and driver will pick us up at 8 AM and we will drive along the south coast to Vík.   We will make extended stops along the way at three of Iceland’s most famous waterfalls : Selja-
landsfoss, Gljúfrabúi,  and Skógafoss.   Our final destination for the day will be the town of Vík, from which we will explore two additional locations : Reynisfjara Black Sand Beach and 
Dyrhólaey, where we may get our first look at puffins.  We will spend the night at Hotel Katla. 

Saturday, May 30 :  
We continue along the south coast with short stops at a turf church (Hofskirkja), a unique basalt rock formation (Kirkjugólf), and a moss-covered lava field (Skaftáreldahraun), as well as a 
longer stop at the Svartifoss waterfalls.  Getting to the falls requires a two mile round trip hike.  The trail is partly paved and the dirt part is well maintained but it mostly uphill on the way to the 
falls and can be quite steep at times.  Those not wishing to take the more strenuuos hike to Svartifoss can walk along a trail in the valley that takes you toward the Skaftajokull glacier.  Rock 
ptarmigans are commonly seen along this trail. 

Our final destination today is the Hali Country Hotel which is located about 10 minutes from the  Jökulsárlón Glacier Lagoon  This area is known for the icebergs floating in the lagoon and the 
chunks of ice that get stranded on the black sand beach.  There are lots of birds around the lagoon as well including white wagtails, snow buntings, great skuas, common eiders, and an arctic tern 
colony.  This is also one of the most reliable places in Iceland to see barnacle geese.   

We will end our day early today so that we can make a very early visit to Jokulsarlon the next morning for good light and to avoid the crowds. 

Sunday, May 31 :  
We will make an early morning visit to Jökulsárlón today, followed by breakfast before starting up the east coast of Iceland to Djúpivogur.  Along the way, we will stop at two of Iceland’s most 
dramatic mountain landscapes, Vestrahorn and Eystrahorn. 

The area around Djúpivogur is one of Iceland’s major birding hot spots where migratory birds make their first landfall each Spring.  Likely species here will include common eider, golden plover, 
arctic tern, Eurasian oystercatcher, whooper swan, red-throated loon, red-necked phalarope, long-tailed duck, common shelduck, greylag goose, black-headed gull, black-tailed godwit, and 
Eurasian wigeon. 

Our lodging in Djúpivogur will be at the Bragðavellir Cottages.  Depending on the availability of single cabins, two people of the same gender may have to share a 2 bedroom cottage here : one 
room with twin beds, one room with bunk beds, a sitting area, and a single bathroom. 

Monday, June 1 : 
We will continue up the east coast today to Borgarfjörður Eystri, a tiny fishing village nestled in a grassy valley at the foot of a beautiful fjord.   The big attraction here is called Hafnarhólmi, 
where we will find a staircase and boardwalk that winds its way along a puffin colony.  Other potential species in the area will be kittiwakes, shorebirds, and harlequin ducks.  On the way to 
Borgarfjörður Eystri, we will make a short detour to visit and have lunch in Seyðisfjörður, which is often hailed as the most charming town in Iceland. 

We will spend tonight at the  Álfheimar Hotel. 

Tuesday, June 2 :  
Today, we head north to the Lake Mývatn area.  The area around Mývatn is rich in birdlife and is especially well-known for the abundance of ducks and other waterbirds.  Likely species include 
tufted duck, Barrow’s goldeneye, red-breasted merganser, harlequin duck, red-necked phalarope, horned grebes, and many more.  

There are also many scenic options in the area including Námafjall geothermal area, Dimmuborgir lava fields, and the pseudo-craters at Skutustadagigar.  

Our hotel for our two nights in Mývatn will be Sel - Hótel Myvatn. 

Wednesday, June 3 :  
We will continue to explore the Mývatn area for bird and scenic photography. 

Thursday, June 4 : 
We will make our way to Arnarnes today, a small farm on the Eyjafjörður fjord, where we will spend the night at their guesthouse : Arnarnes Paradise.  Our group will occupy the entire guest-
house.  We will each have a private room but we will share two bathrooms and three showers.  In past years, this has proven to be an excellent place to see the elusive short-eared owl. 

On the way to Arnarnes, our first stop will be at Goðafoss, another of Iceland’s most famous waterfalls.  We will then stop in Akureyri (Iceland’s second largest city) where we will have lunch 
and some extra time for a walk around town and/or a visit to the excellent Botanical Garden.  Weather conditions permitting, we will take a late afternoon short ferry ride to Hrísey Island where 
we will explore the harbor area for birds, including common eiders and black guillemots. 

Friday, June 5 :  
We will take a short drive to Dalvík, where we will catch the 9 AM ferry (3 hours) to Grímsey Island and spend three nights at a modern guesthouse which is operated by our guide Halla and is 
only available to select groups.   The guesthouse features large private rooms, two shared baths, a washer/dryer, wi-fi, and puffins right outside your door!   

Grímsey Island is a 2 square mile gem on the Arctic Circle which is home to about 70 people and 1 million seabirds including one of Iceland’s largest puffin colonies.  This is a "one stop shop-
ping" location for the serious bird photographer with large numbers of nesting Atlantic puffins, razorbills, common murres, Arctic terns, black-legged kittiwakes, northern fulmars, golden 
plovers, snow buntings, red-necked phalaropes, common snipe, ringed plovers, and more.  There is also a picturesque lighthouse and church, distant snow-covered mountain backdrops, and a 
small group of photogenic Icelandic horses.    
Grímsey was a little known location among bird photographers before I offered the first bird photography workshop ever on the island in 2015.  It has since become widely regarded as the best 
place in Iceland to photograph puffins, and the best place in the world to photograph puffins in flight.  This will be my twelfth visit to the island and I continue to discover new photo hot spots in 
the nooks and crannies of the island’s coastline on every trip. 

https://www.hotelberg.is
https://www.keahotels.is/en/hotels/hotel-katla
http://hali.is
http://bragdavellir.is
https://www.alfheimar.com
http://www.myvatn.is
http://www.arnarnesalfasetur.com


Saturday/Sunday, June 6 and 7 : 
We will continue to explore Grímsey Island. 

 
Monday, June 8 : 
After one final morning and early afternoon exploring and photographing on Grímsey Island, we will take the 5 PM ferry back to Dalvík and spend the night again at the Arnarnes Paradise 
guesthouse. 

Tuesday, June 9 :  
Most of our time today will be taken up by the longest single day drive of the trip back to the Hotel Berg near the airport in Keflavík.  The tour will end with a final dinner in Keflavik this 
evening. 

Wednesday, June 10 : 
Fly home.  The Hotel Berg will provide free transportation to the airport. 

Photo Tour vs. Photo Workshop :

This will be a “photo tour” rather than a “photo workshop”.  The main difference between the two is the degree to which I concentrate on my own photography and how much formal and proactive teaching I 
do.

During a “photo workshop”, my own photography always takes a back seat to the needs of the participants.   I use my camera as needed to be able to help the clients with exposure, composition, etc. but I only 
photograph on my own when all clients are busy and not currently in need of advice or assistance.   I always make sure the clients have the best spots and I will always drop whatever I am doing when a client 
needs help.  I proactively teach and give tips while in the field and I offer classroom or critique sessions during down times whenever possible.

On a “photo tour”,  I will take care of all of the logistics and I will do everything I can to get you in the right spots at the right time, but once we get to a location, I will be doing my own photography.   You would 
always be welcome to shoot along side me if you choose and I will gladly share tips on camera settings and composition as best I can while shooting.   I will not do any formal or proactive teaching but I would still 
be happy to answer questions or help with equipment issues during downtimes like on bus rides or at meals.

Note : 

Lodging details are subject to change.  You will be notified of any changes.

Sunrise times on the mainland range from 2:30 AM to 3:30 AM throughout the trip. Sunset times on the mainland will range from 11:00 PM to 11:50 PM.  During our time on Grimsey Island, the sun will get 
extremely low around midnight but will never completely set.

We will do our best to be out at good times for photography but given the extremes of sunrise and sunset, the travel schedule, the need for sleep, and safety regulations that our driver must follow in terms of 
hours driven vs. hours at rest, we may not always be able to be out for the golden hours.

Fee :

$8295 per person Single Occupancy
$7295 per person Double Occupancy

Included : 
All lodging (private bath except where noted) .
All transportation starting on May 28 and ending on June 9.
All meals starting with Dinner on Thursday, 5/28 through Breakfast on Wednesday, 6/10.

Not Included : 
Air fare to/from Keflavik International Airport
Tips for guide and driver
Alcoholic beverages

Maximum number of participants : 6

Registration :

Register by emailing mike@miliciaphoto.com or call 781-275-8285.

$1500 non-refundable deposit due at registration to guarantee a space.
Balance is due in full by February 15, 2020.
No refunds for any cancellations after February 15.

Trip insurance is highly recommended : Check InsureMyTrip.com for quotes.

http://www.arnarnesalfasetur.com
https://www.hotelberg.is
mailto:mike@miliciaphoto.com

